FEDERAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANTS & SECTION 106 REVIEWS
1. WHAT INFORMATION DO I NEED TO SUBMIT FOR THE SHPO TO REVIEW MY ENERGY GRANT PROJECT?
We will need the same type of information to review energy grant projects as we do for any other undertaking. See the attached document Summary of Information Needed to Review Project for a list of all the information we need to conduct a Section 106 review. This document is also available online at: http://www.sdhistory.org/HP/SummaryInfoNeedReviewProject.pdf. 

To help your agencies provide adequate information for a Section 106 review, we have created a standardized Section 106 Project Review Form (see attached). This form includes all the information we need to conduct a Section 106 review. This form is not required but is simply meant to help simplify the Section 106 review process for your agency. This form will also be available on our website at: http://www.sdhistory.org/HP/hp_laws.htm. 

For us to review a project in a timely fashion, it is very important that we receive adequate information on the first submittal. Incomplete or unclear information will cause us to request additional information or clarification and lead to review delays. Remember, in most situations, the first we will have heard of a project is when we receive your information in the mail. That is why it is very important the project be clearly explained and includes supplemental information, such as maps, architectural or engineering plans, and several clear, labeled photographs. Be specific as possible.
For example, if a project involves replacing windows or light fixtures, clearly describe both the existing windows and/or light fixtures and the replacement windows and/or light fixtures. Include pictures or plans of what the new features will look like along with photos of the existing features.

2. WHAT PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE PROJECT SHOULD I INCLUDE?

As with any project, we need multiple photographs that are labeled and clearly show all aspects of the project. If a project includes demolishing a structure, provide several clear photographs of that structure. If a project involves new construction, include several streetscape photographs that show the surrounding area. If a project involves changing light fixtures, lowering ceilings, or replacing windows, include several clearly labeled photographs of the existing feature as well as pictures or depictions of the replacement features, as mentioned in #1 above. Also provide exterior photos of all sides of the property in addition to close-ups of specific features, such as windows, that will be impacted.   
Photographs should be in color and can either be printed or digital images submitted on a CD. Printed images should be a high enough dpi and resolution to print clearly. Photographs should also be clearly labeled or include a photo key. 
3. WILL I NEED TO HIRE AN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN TO REVIEW MY PROJECT?

For most energy grant projects, it will not be necessary to hire an architectural historian to review the project prior to submitting it to the SHPO for a Section 106 review. If all the information in the Section 106 Project Review Form can be prepared and submitted by someone on your staff, contracting or hiring an architectural historian will not be necessary.
The services of an architectural historian may only be needed if a project will result in an adverse effect to an historic building or structure and part of the agreed upon mitigation includes documenting the building prior to the effect. In this example, it may be necessary to hire an architectural historian to prepare the documentation.

4. WHO SHOULD THE DETERMINATION OF EFFECT FOR MY PROJECT COME FROM? WHO SHOULD SIGN THE SECTION 106 PROJECT REVIEW FORM?

The determination of effect must come from the federal agency. For projects funded through HUD or DOE energy programs, such as Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants and Loans, the determination must come from the applicant organization, such as the city, county, school, or non-profit organization. PLANNING DISTRICTS WHO ARE FACILITATING ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS FOR CLIENTS CANNOT MAKE A DETERMINATION OF EFFECT. A letter from the applicant that includes a determination of effect must accompany any information submitted to the SHPO for a Section 106 review. 

If the Section 106 Project Review Form is used, the applicant organization must sign the form, not the planning district.
The applicant must choose one of the following determinations of effect for their project:

· For a determination of no historic properties affected [36 CFR Part 800.4(d)(1)], the agency official finds no historic properties present or that the undertaking will have no effect upon historic properties as defined in Sec. 800.16(i).
· For a determination of adverse effect [36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1)], the undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Adverse effects may include reasonably foreseeable effects that may occur later in time, be farther removed in distance, or be cumulative.
· For a determination of no adverse effect [36 CFR Part 800.5(b)], the undertaking is modified or conditions are imposed to avoid adverse effects.

5. WHAT ARE EXAMPLES OF ENERGY PROJECTS THAT MIGHT BE AN ADVERSE EFFECT TO AN HISTORIC PROPERTY?

Here are a few examples of projects that could potentially be an adverse effect if conducted on an historic building. 
· Windows. Replacing the original windows in an historic building will most likely be an adverse effect. If it can be shown the windows are too far deteriorated to be repaired, replacement windows should match the configuration, materials, arrangement, and appearance of the historic windows. There are multiple options to improving the energy efficiency of historic windows. This can include installing weather-stripping, repairing or adding new tight-fitting storm windows, or replacing the single-pane glass with thermal pane glass. Additional information on energy efficiency and windows can be found online at: 
http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/weatherization/windows/.

· Ceilings. Lowering ceilings in an historic building is another example that may likely be an adverse effect.  

· Insulation. While insulating attics in most situations will not be an adverse effect, insulating walls in historic buildings may be more difficult. Any methods that will result in the loss of historic materials such as plaster, trim, or decorative woodwork will likely be an adverse effect. Also, insulating walls without adding an adequate moisture barrier can saturate insulation and cause deterioration of structural members and materials within the walls.
The National Park Service has developed guidance on ways to conserve energy in historic buildings while preserving their character-defining features. Preservation Brief #3 – Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings by Baird M. Smith is available online at: 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief03.htm. 

For energy efficiency projects on historic buildings, the SHPO recommends having an energy audit completed for the property prior to any actions being taken. An energy audit can help identify the major problem areas and help save money and historic materials by avoiding energy efficiency measures that might have little or no impact on energy costs.
6. WHAT ARE EXAMPLES OF ENERGY PROJECTS THAT WILL NOT LIKELY BE AN ADVERSE EFFECT TO AN HISTORIC PROPERTY?

Here are a couple examples of projects that will likely not be an adverse effect. Even though projects like these may not likely adversely affect an historic property, they still need to be submitted to the SHPO for review to ensure all possible impacts have been examined.

· Light Fixtures. In most situations, replacing light fixtures or light bulbs will not be an adverse effect. However, you should still include photographs of the existing fixtures and information on the replacement fixtures. 

· Non-historic Windows. Replacing non-historic windows in an historic building will generally not be an adverse effect if the size, configuration, overall appearance of the window stays the same. However, the SHPO encourages applicants to consider replacing non-historic windows with new windows that match the configuration, materials, arrangement, and appearance of the historic windows if photographic or other evidence of the historic windows is available. 
· Mechanical Systems. Installing new mechanical systems will likely not be an adverse effect provided the method of installation does not damage or destroy any historic building materials or include the removal of any historic features. Another good reference on this topic is Preservation Brief #24 – Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings: Problems and Recommended Approaches by Sharon C. Park. This brief is available online at: 
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief24.htm.

· Insulation. As mentioned above, adding insulation to an attic will most likely not be an adverse effect.

7. WHO SHOULD I CONTACT IF I HAVE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ABOUT MY ENERGY GRANT PROJECT AND SECTION 106 REVIEW?

All questions regarding Section 106 projects that will affect buildings or structures should be addressed to Jason Haug, Historic Preservation Director, at 605.773.6296 or jason.haug@state.sd.us. 

